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Topics in Modern Philosophy: Fichte 
(PHIL 386) 
 
J. G. Fichte, one of the most influential philosophers of the 19th Century, developed a social and political 
philosophy based around Enlightenment ideals of freedom, humanity, and rights. After an introduction to 
his theory of knowledge and self-consciousness, we will examine his controversial political philosophy, 
and particularly his writings on rights and nationalism. In addition to understanding his philosophical 
writings and his relationship to his philosophical contemporaries (particularly Kant and Hegel), we will 
also consider his relationship to the Enlightenment, the French Revolution, Napoleon, and nationalist 
movements in the 20th Century, like the Nazi Party.  
 
Required Texts 
1) Fichte, Introductions to the Wissenschaftslehre and Other Writings (IW), Daniel Breazeale 
(translator), Hackett Publishing, 1994.  
2) Fichte, Foundations of Natural Right (FNR), Frederick Neuhouser (editor) and Michael Baur 
(translator), Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
3) Fichte, Addresses to the German Nation (AGN), Gregory Moore (translator), Cambridge 
University Press, 2009. 
4) Essays distributed through Canvas.     
 
Online resources: There are few reliable online resources for philosophy, but I do recommend the 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (http://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html), which is reliable, clear, 
and scholarly. This is the only online source you are permitted to use either for course preparation or in a 
paper (unless I have permitted otherwise), and it must be cited appropriately.  
 
Course Requirements: 
10%     Participation  
10% Informal Writing 
20% Quizzes  
20%  Paper #1  
20% Paper #2  
20% Paper #3  
 
All papers and exams must be completed to pass the course.  
 
Participation: Participation is required. Participation can take place in a number of ways: asking 
questions, responding to questions, raising objections, and making points. I strongly encourage students to 
speak up in class. I do recognize that for some students talking in class and discussing philosophy can be 
intimidating. Discussing the philosophical content of the readings or class discussion by email or during 
office hours will count toward your participation grade. Participation is not an automatic 20%—you 
actually have to take part, and I am very aware of who is doing so.  
 
Informal Writing: The informal writing exercises are not graded individually. Instead, they are graded as 
a whole at the end of the semester. The grade is based on effort and one’s attempt to reflectively and 
critically engage the readings. The informal writing assignments will consist of summaries, study 
questions, reflections, and textual analysis. The writing assignment should always be completed by the 
next class, typed, printed out, and placed in a folder. I will collect the folders throughout the semester to 
check on your progress. At the end of the semester I will collect your folder which should include all of 
your informal writing assignments and will determine your grade at that point.   
 
Quizzes: If you miss a quiz because of an unexcused absence, then you cannot make it up. If the absence 
is excused, then I will assign you a writing project or quiz that will be graded and carry the same weight 
as the missed quiz. Unannounced, or pop quizzes, are a possibility. 
 
Papers: You will write two papers. For each paper I will provide a handout detailing the assignment and 
my expectations. All papers are due at the beginning of class. A late paper will be lowered for each class 
it is late a +/-. If your paper deserves an A- and you turn it in one class late, then your grade for the paper 
will be a B+. If your paper deserves a B+ and you turn it in three classes late, then your grade for the 
paper will be a C+. Papers must be submitted through Turnitin.  *All papers should be double spaced in 
Times New Roman (12pt font). 
 
Attendance: You are allowed three unexcused absences. More than three unexcused absences will have a 
serious effect on your grade. Each unexcused absences after three will result in a lowering of your final 
grade by a +/-. If your final grade is an A- and you have 4 absences, then your grade for the course will be 
a B+. If your final grade is a B+ and you have 6 absences, then your grade for the course will be a C+. 
This policy will be strictly followed. Excused absences require an official note from a doctor or student 
affairs. If you have more than nine absences, whether excused or unexcused, then you will fail the course. 
If you do miss a class I strongly suggest that you get notes from another student and that you ask me for 
handouts I might have distributed and instructions for the next class. If you are absent, do not assume that 
you know where we are in the readings, since we will not always follow the syllabus exactly.  
 
Writing Center: Everyone needs help with their writing. Even great authors need an editor or second pair 
of eyes. I strongly suggest that you visit the writing center before you turn in each paper. Your grammar 
will improve, your prose will become crisper, and your argument stronger. Overall, your writing skills 
and course grade will very likely increase. There is really nothing to lose, and everything to gain. 
 
For more information: 
 
http://www.xavier.edu/writingcenter/ 
 
Where:  Conaton Learning Commons, Room 400 
Phone: 745-2875  
 
Monday & Wednesday: 9 AM - 8 PM 
Tuesday & Thursday: 9:30 AM - 8:30 PM 
Friday: 9 AM - 3 PM 
Sunday: 1 PM - 9 PM 
 
Plagiarism: Plagiarism will result in the failing of the assignment, and it may result in the failing of the 
course. The following statement on plagiarism is from Xavier University’s website on plagiarism, where 
you can read more about how to prevent plagiarism:  
 
http://www.xavier.edu/library/xu-tutor/Preventing-Plagiarism.cfm 
• Plagiarism is using the work of another as if it were your own, without enclosing the words of 
others in quotations. 
• Plagiarism is copying from the Internet, from a web page, or from another person without giving 
credit. 
• Plagiarism is using ideas which are not your own without citing those ideas. 
• Plagiarism can be applied to ideas, research, art, music, graphs, diagrams, websites, data, books, 
newspapers, magazines, plays, movies, photos, and speeches. 
*Students must keep their cell phones off during class, not on vibrate or silence. No texting at all!! 
 
**Laptops are not allowed in class, unless you have a note from an office like the LAC.   
 
Schedule 
 
 
8/27 Introduction  
 
8/29 Kant and Fichte (Canvas, SEP Articles) 
             --Rohlf, Kant, pp. 1-5, 11-44 
    
9/3  IW, “First Introduction”, pp. 2-20 
              --Breazeale, Fichte, pp. 1-22 
 
9/5  IW, “First Introduction”, pp. 20-35 
 
9/10 IW, “Second Introduction”, pp. 36-51           
                                                           pp. 106-118 
 
9/12  IW, “Second Introduction”, pp. 51-76 
 
9/24 IW, “Second Introduction”, pp. 76-105 
 
9/26 Introductions Continued 
 
10/1 FNR, pp. 3-17 
 
10/3  No Class 
 
10/8 FNR, pp. 18-29 
 
10/10  Fall Holiday 
 
10/15 FNR, pp. 29-52 
 
10/17 FNR, pp. 53-84 
 
 
 
 
10/22 FNR, pp. 85-133 
 
10/24 FNR, pp. 133-164 
 
10/29 FNR, pp. 165-206 
 
10/31 FNR, pp. 206-248 
 
11/5  FNR, pp. 249-263, 305-319 
 
11/7 FNR, pp. 320-334 
 
11/12 AGN, pp. 3-46 
 
11/14 AGN, pp. 47-72 
 
11/19 AGN, pp. 73-99 
 
11/21 AGN, pp. 100-140 
 
11/26  Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
11/28  Thanksgiving Holiday  
 
12/3 AGN, pp. 141-165 
 
12/5 AGN, pp. 165-169 
 
12/10 AGN Continued 
 
12/12 Final Discussion 
 
 
 
